CHAPTER VIII
CAMELS (AZRAQ,, 1918)
Q, work for the Sherifian army. The Camel Transport Corps. Its
independence. Two thousand camels. Preparations for the great raid.
The Imperial Camel Corps. Changes of plan. Organising convoys.
Sheikh Yusuf and the telegram. Spitting. The start. Pisani's barley.
Concentration at Azraq.
WHILE I lay in the hospital tent at Akaba, I
pondered over my adventures with the Beni Sakhr.
Everything I had seen and heard confirmed my
opinion of the Bedouin-, and I was not at all keen to
go on working with them. They were useless
against the railway without artillery support, and
could not be depended upon to co-operate in any
attack on a fortified position. Politically, of course,
Feisal would be helpless without them, but I
doubted whether even Lawrence could get un-
supported Bedouin to do any good on this northern
section of the line, where the enemy was so much
stronger ; and even if he could, they would never
work to programme.
More and more clearly did I see that Arab co-
operation with General Allenby could only be
secured through the regular army. That they could
and would fight to the death had been proved
at Maan and Abu Jerdun. If they could only be
made mobile, and organised to send out and main-
tain small detachments, in any direction, with two
or even one of the indispensable guns, Feisal would
have an instrument to his hand with which he could
do whatever General Allenby wanted. The trouble
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